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not only told such whacking lies, but quite honestly
believed them. Thus, apart from his Protestant upbringing,
and apart from many other considerations, the Roman
Catholic Church could never have claimed Bernard Shaw;
for it declines to support the Royal Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals officially, on the ground that
animals have no souls. Later, when the concept of
Creative Evolution flashed before him and filled the niche
which he had ruthlessly emptied and reserved for the
Unknown God, his sense of kinship with the animal world
only confirmed him in his vision, and crowned it. For, as
he said years afterwards: ' This sense of kinship of all forms
of life is all that is needed to make Evolution not only a
conceivable theory, but an inspiring one. St. Anthony
was ripe for the Evolution theory when he preached to the
fishes, and St. Francis when he called the birds his little
brothers/
It may be not unfitting, then, to leave Ireland, that moist
green land of purple heather and brown bogs, of sad
evenings, whisky, dreaming, and disillusion, with the picture
of the infant Shaw imbibing the first intimations of religion
from the wisdom of a parrot and the friendliness of a dog.